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Topic-- Powell’s Books is one of the largest independent bookstores in the nation. Although it is a chain and serves customers around the world via its online store, it is still local, and very much a part of the surrounding city of Portland, Oregon. In this project, I plan to explore the extent to which Powell’s Books is an example of localism: how it interacts with the surrounding community, and how it can be thought of as an influential economic, social, and political force. I will also explore the role that independent businesses, such as Powell’s play in their communities, and how these communities shape them in turn.
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Conversation—
1) Blanchard, Troy; Todd L. Matthews. “The Configuration of Local Economic Power and Civic 	Participation in the Global Economy.” Social Forces 84.4. (2006). 2241-2257. Web.  	<http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/social_forces/v084/84.4blanchard.html>
The main theme of this article is the connection between local, independent businesses and the participation of citizens in politics and other community affairs. It has a section about the interactions between local businesses, global and national businesses, and communities, that I think may be useful in understanding the role of Powell’s Books in Portland.
2)Cormack, Mandy; Niall Fitzgerald. “The Role of Business in Society: An agenda for Action” Corporate 	Social Responsibility Initiative CSRI Report No.12 (2006). Web. < http://www.hks.harvard.edu/m-	rcbg/CSRI/publications/report_12_CGI%20Role%20of%20Business%20in%20Society%20Report	%20FINAL%2010-03-06.pdf>
This source may help me to understand the role that businesses in general are expected to play in their communities (not just independent businesses).
3) Hess, David J. Localist Movements in a Global Economy : Sustainability, Justice, and Urban 	Development in the United States. Cambridge, Mass. MIT Press, 2009. p.2-22. PDF. 
The source explains terms and concepts that will be helpful in the development of my paper much as “localization”, “localism”, and “alternative global economy.”
4) Lyson, thomas A. “Big Business and Community Welfare: Revisiting a Classic Study by C. Wright Mills 	and Melville Ulmer” The American Journal of Economics and Sociology 65.5 (2006): 1001-1024. 	Web. <http://www.jstor.org/stable/27739608?pq-	origsite=summon&seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents>
I have not been able to examine the following sources yet, but I also plan to look at: Local industrial structures, economic power, and community welfare: thirty small New York State cities, 1930-1950 by Irving A. Fowler, The social responsibilities of business, company, and community, 1900-1960 by Morrell Heald, and Citizen participation in urban development, edited by B.C. Spiegel for more information about the relationship between local businesses and their surrounding communities. I also plan to narrow this list down to 2-4 works that I feel will best fit into my paper before I begin writing. 
Question—
To what extent is Powell’s Books a good example of localism, and what kind of relationship does it have with its community? What kind of relationship do local, independent businesses in general typically have with communities?
