
Project 2 Proposal 
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The localist practice I chose is a theater company called Swamp Gravy based in Colquitt 
Georgia. It is an independent nonprofit run only by the residents of Golquitt and networks from 
local businesses within the area. By including local inhabitants in every aspects of the show 
(writing, producing, business development), Swamp Gravy creates productions that reflect the 
community. Branding and marketing are done by local businesses, while Swamp Gravy’s gives 
back to its local economy through its highly coveted theater performances. Because the 
performances feature true stories from residents, Swamp Gravy gives a voice to its people and 
addresses economic, political and environmental concerns locally. 
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Hess questions if localism can contribute meaningful solutions to social/environmental problems 
by just “opting out” of the global economy. He argues that localism must be rooted in a larger 
project to construct an alternative to a global based economy. 
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Question: Through its localized production, does Swamp Gravy give its residents enough power 
to question and champion for economic, social and environmental justice? Is it more of a 
reaction against global corporate control or was it born from its desire to give a sense of 
community and power back to the people? 


