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Informants

Engineers in industry

Engineering professors

Engineering students



Generalizations from Informants

“Engineers are not that funny.”

“Engineers are too busy to sit around 

telling jokes.”

“Jokes, humor, um.”

“There are not that many jokes.

 There are a few though.”



Several categories of verbal folklore

● Inside jokes based on specialized 

knowledge

● Comparisons between engineers and 

other professions (math, physics)

● Stereotypical engineer

(socially inept geek)

http://www.pinktoolsandpearls.com/2015/08/i-look-like-engineer.html

http://www.pinktoolsandpearls.com/2015/08/i-look-like-engineer.html


Jokes Based on 

Specialized Knowledge



Why did the Polish airplane crash?

----------------------------------

All the Poles were on the right 

hand side of the plane.

Told by Dr. Ulf Osterberg, 

Engineering Professor, Dartmouth College



Prof Markus Testorf



▪ Cultural context: reference to 

the Borg from Star trek became 

part of culture

▪ Social context: needs special 

knowledge to get the engineering 

joke



Jokes Based on Comparisons 

Between Professions



An engineer wakes up to a fire but there is 

an empty bucket in the sink, so she fills 

the bucket and puts the fire out.

The next night, a mathematician wakes up to 

a fire and finds a full bucket in the sink, 

so he empties the bucket and says “Now, I 

have reduced it to the previous case.”

Told by Dr. Sean Smith,

Computer Science Professor, Dartmouth College;

previously worked at IBM



The optimist would call this glass half full.

The pessimist would call it half empty.

The engineer would say that the container is 

twice as big as it needs to be.

Told by Sal LaRussa,

Field Applications Engineer,

Texas Instruments



The Doctor and the Engineer

What is the difference between a 

doctor and an engineer?

Told by Eric Krivitzky, Phd student 

At dartmouth



Answer

A doctor kills people one at a time



Stereotype Jokes



▪ Engineer finds a talking frog who 

will turn into a princess when 

kissed

▪ Doesn’t kiss the frog because, “I 

don’t care about a princess, but 

a talking frog is pretty cool”

https://shec.edu.vn/a-talking-frog/

The Engineer and the Frog

Told by Sal LaRussa



Miscellaneous



Play on Words

A man is trapped in a cement room with no 

doors or windows. He has with him a mirror 

and a piece of wood. How does he escape?

-----------------------------------

He looks in the mirror to see what he saw.

He uses the saw to cut the wood in two.

He puts the two halves together to make a 

whole. He exits escapes through the (w)hole.

Told by Dr. Syed Nasimul Alam,

Metallurgical and Materials Engineering Professor,

National Institute of Technology (Rourkela, India)



Suppose you have a 3 gallon pail, 

5 gallon pail, and stream of water.

How would you obtain exactly 4 gallons of 

water?

----------------------------------
1. Fill 3-gal bucket. 2. Pour into 5-gal bucket. 

3. Fill 3-gal bucket. 4. Pour into 5-gal bucket until full, leaving 1 

gallon remaining in 3-gal bucket.

5. Empty 5-gal bucket. 6. Pour remaining 1 gallon into 5-gal bucket.

7. Fill 3-gal bucket. 8. Pour into 5-gal bucket, totalling 4 gallons! 

Told by Shailin Shah,

Engineering student,

Colby College



Conclusions

● Engineering jokes are specialized

● Funny only to engineers



XKCD

Questions?


