Self- Interview Transcript: Tim Kim (Myself) 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Interviewee: This is a record of Korean superstitions regarding good and bad luck. Name of informant is myself, Tim Kim. Place recorded is Novack Room. Date recorded is November 7th. So, to give a little background about myself, I’m originally from Korea, I lived there for ten years but I also lived in Singapore for 8 years. Currently, I’m a sophomore at Dartmouth College but my parents were born and raised in Korea so I have pretty much a Korean culture background. My superstition regarding good is that you splash liquor, Korean liquor, on the wheels of a new vehicle that you bought and that is supposed to appease the evil spirits and prevent you from getting accidents. Superstition regarding bad luck is not throwing fingernails carelessly away. They say it brings you bad luck and sometimes there’s a belief that if a mouse eats the fingernails you throw away, it could turn into an exact copy of you and replace you in your life. So, to give little of social context, when and how I witnessed these superstitions is for the driving one I just saw a video of someone who bought a new car and they were splashing the alcohol so that’s I have found it and I think I’ve seen it people do it actually. So, they would really do it right after buying a new car, they would stop by a road, buy some liquor and splash the wheels. And for the fingernails one, I heard it from my parents when I cut my fingernails and I also read about it from a book. As for the cultural context, I think splashing liquor on the wheels kind of comes from the practice of splashing liquor on the wheels of graves of our ancestor to pay respect so I guess liquor is kind of a way of appeasing spirits or ancestors. And for the fingernail, I think it comes from the Asian cultural belief that the nails or any body parts are important part of our body and that we treat it with respect and so even when we cut our fingernails, even if it’s no longer part of our body, we think it’s part of us and has our spirits and that’s why we treat it carefully. 
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