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A collection of historical sources analyzing the transition of
women onto Dartmouth’s campus from weekend guests to

temporary exchange students to permanent coeducation
* late 1960s—1970s °
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DARTMOUTH CKRNIVAL

Girls and glamour have added to what be,gan as purely a wmter-sports eveﬁt
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The Rise of the Snow Queens

. The Carnival, of course, was not designed as
- an elaborate amusement for the student bodies
of Smith, Vassar, Wellesley, Mt. Holyoke,
Skidmore or similar girls’ schools. It only looks
‘that way. The high feminine content of the
Boston and New York trains laboring into
White River Junction and the rapturous
squeals whlch Tise above the sub-zero squeaks
co ,cxdental So is

“when guests come to a college
event at a men’s college, most of the
guests are going to be feminine”

female guests exert a social
dominance

girls rank higher on invitation lists
than expert skiers and skaters






QUEEN OF THE SNOWS CROWN
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Of course, the process of coeducation had begun long before ¢k
i R . et at
Sunday in November of 1971. It began with editorials such ag ¢}
> these,

Claiming The]

’ [0 *1T:

- dl n] l l] & l h C 1 both of which were written in the 1960s. That decade was alsg ;
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tinguished by a phenomenon with a less than felicitoys labe]
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coeducation. In March of 1967, 400 women from Colby Sawyer
Mount Holyoke, Smith, and Wellesley came to the College f"()r‘thc

“Great Day” — a coeducational discussion of books ranging from
Dostoevsky’s Crime and Punishment to Tolkien’s The Hobbir.
(Well, they had to start somewhere!) In 1968, women from these
schools arrived in Hanover for more than a day. Participants in

“Coed Week,” the “girls,” as the Dartmouth always referred to them
attended classes with the “students,” again as the Dartmouth ‘
referred to Dartmouth’s men. These distinctions between “girls”
and “students” collapsed the next year with the Twelve Coliegc

Exchange Program which brought 68 women to Hanover. Here at

Ko

the College as regular students, these women discovered what made
Dartmouth College distinctive — and not all that appealing. One
student from Vassar told the Dartmouth that “most of the older guys
seem to have forgotten how to talk casually to a woman — especially
in the middle of the week. They seem to think we’re all verboten —
cither married or someone else’s date.” Then there was the class-
room with its ratio of 30 to 1 and those professors who addressed the

classes as “Gentlemen — and a Lady.”

“creeping coedism”
1967 — 400 women come for

“Great Day”
1968 — “Coed Week”

1969 — Twelve College Exchange
Program




not true students—Iess
threatening to the men
very social experience

THE IMPLEMENTATION QF
COEDUCATION AT DARTMOUTH COLLEGE:
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ohly the chief officers of the college with whom she worked
most closely who understood the exact nasur§/§£ her counsel and
insight. £

The female administration played an active role in trying
to integrate women into the campus and make them feel as comfort-
able as possible. Several factors aided them in this endeavor,
one of the muin factors being the earlier presence at Dartmouth
of the exchange women from the Twelve College Exchange Program.
These two groups of seventy-five women had at least made women
on campus an accepted phenomenon, particularly because they were

not true Dartmouth undergraduates and were therefore less threat-

~ ening to the male students. The exchange women were housed in

2 groups of 75 women
Exchange Women's Program
Committee




STAG E 3. With gratitude and respect
' for the Daughters of Dartmouth
COEDUCAT‘ON who matriculated in September 1972,
thank you for paving the way.
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numerical minority at colleges like Dartmouth to other racial or sexual minorities. She

asserted that those who felt out of place chose to focus on academics and often withdrew

from social interactions.” Because of the gender ratio of men to women at Dartmouth,
women found the social scene isolating. Despite initially struggling with the high academic
standards, women definitely saw the classroom as a place where they could engage on an

equal level to their male colleagues, and where their professors encouraged the women to

do so.

isolation and inequality within
soclal settings
blunt sexismm—ratings on

appearance

 ratio of men to women. Many women

,ﬁg-male students hold up signs rating the

: ien felt unwelcome by this, others chose to

e men’s faces by rating the men. As
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Fraternities very
discriminatory against women
Sink Night letter—women
must accept identity as sexual

property

di
hsheczll;tens me and many other women_” “Some of these women.”
S C a “ . . . . . ,
= eld, are very articulate in identifying the need for an alterna
f1ve int.” . —
ocal point.” It can be said that the campaign for Collis Center

the I
studc,:nt commons that opened in 1979, began with this under-
graduate’s comment,
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lan%uage, this letter, which labeled Woodward residents the “ene-
my,” threatened all Dartmouth women should they refuse to
become the sexual property of Dartmouth men. In responding to
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taken from Claiming Their Rightful Place: Coeducation at Dartmouth 1972-1997




Martha Beatie, Class of 1976, currently residing in Quechee, Vermont:

“Knick knack patty whack send the bitches home, our coeds go to bed alone.”
So it was really bad, but the Dean of the College was up on the steps singing it with the

fraternity. And he got fired. But that was so notorious because it was so blatant and so not
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“Cohogs”
songs endorsed by the College

med that Dartmouth
vas only the begin-

taken from Claiming Their Rightful Place: Coeducation at Dartmouth 1972-1997



Matriculants by Gender,
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taken from Claiming Their Rightful Place: Coeducation at Dartmouth 1972-1997
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