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Final Paper

Potential Thesis/Concept: Using the various primary and secondary sources 
pertaining to aspects of Dartmouth’s social life throughout the college’s 
history,  to what extent is drinking portrayed as necessary for thriving social 
spaces at Dartmouth. 



Dartmouth College Survey of Social Life 1935

The first source is a four volume report on the status of Dartmouth’s student 
social life in 1935 according to student surveys,  graphical analysis of 
fraternity growth and development, and other summaries of student club and 
recreational activity.



Post-Prohibition 
Drinking at Dartmouth

Composed in 1935 two years after the 
end of the prohibition, the survey takes 
college drinking as a serious topic in 
discussion. This first page offers an 
introduction to the matter discussing 
early 20’s drinking at Dartmouth. 



Post-Prohibition Drinking 
at Dartmouth cont.

This particular piece of the six page section 
on drinking highlights access to alcohol 
during the 1920’s. The passage touches on 
the fact that many students had a trusted 
bootlegger to produce them with bottles of 
liquor when needed.  



Post-Prohibition Drinking 
at Dartmouth cont.

This page of the section written 
summarizing the drinking at Dartmouth 
states that the administration’s belief is 
that they can never eliminate drinking on 
the campus. Specifically they think that it 
will be a development of the student 
body’s mentality on the matter to 
eventually bring drinking to a more 
secondary issue of the college.



Student Surveys 




