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Dartmouth Fraternities in the 19th Century
- Psi Upsilon founded as first Dartmouth “Greek letter society” in 1842

- 17 more founded from 1842- 1910 

- Graph from Dartmouth College Survey of Social Life 1935



Early Fraternity Membership
- Percentages of Interest:

- (Quint Story of Dartmouth Publication Year) 1914: ~58% membership

- High: ~100% in 1892

- Low: ~50% in 1912



Early Fraternity Behavior
- Excerpt from Quint The Story of Dartmouth (1914)

- “The history and the present status of the fraternities is honorable”

- No problems with administration up until 1914

- Quint describes general direction of fraternity behavior as moving away from 

dubious traditions such as “Turkey-stealing” and “rum-drinking” (Quint, 256).



Selections from Quint The Story of Dartmouth
- (Quint, 256)

- (Quint, 257)



Fast Forward to 1930’s
- 1937: 19 Fraternities

- 1937: Interfraternity Committee publishes A Preliminary Report on Revitalizing 

Fraternity Life at Dartmouth College

- What went wrong since 1914?

- Areas of reform specified

- Faculty meetings with fraternity members (11)

- Rushing (11)

- Pledging (11)

- Budget (16)



Faculty Meetings
- Photo from A Preliminary Report on Revitalizing Fraternity Life at Dartmouth 

College (1937).

- Illustrates an effort to strengthen fraternity-faculty relations



Rushing
- Photo from A Preliminary Report on Revitalizing Fraternity Life at Dartmouth 

College (1937).

 



Rushing continued
- Photo from Dartmouth Freshman Green Book 1937

- Points of Interest

- Banning of freshmen (Article 1)

- If rule broken, can’t rush until Junior Fall (3)

- Judiciary Board (Article 2)

- $50 deposit (Article 3)

- Sophomore rush in fall (Article 4)



Pledging
- Photos from A Preliminary Report on Revitalizing Fraternity Life at Dartmouth 

College (1937).

- Not much actual detail given regarding the changes, just states that they were made



Budget
- Photo from A Preliminary Report on Revitalizing 

Fraternity Life at Dartmouth College (1937).

- Points of Interest

- 4) Each fraternity should have two members 

familiar with house finances

- 6) Periodic examinations of budget

- 9) cooperation between houses and their alumni 

encouraged



Fraternity Member Survey
- Survey from Dartmouth College 

Survey of Social Life 1935

- Points of Interest

- Live in House: 353 yes v. 765 no

- Most common house morale

- Good

- Fair

- Most common feelings toward 

Dartmouth

- Warm

- Enthusiastic



The Real Animal House (2006)
- Chris Miller’s (‘63) memoir depicts fraternity life from early 60’s

- Dean Seymour represents CFSC (Coed/Fraternity/Sorority Council) in addressing 

AD fraternity about their troublesome Winter (Miller, 262).

- “Public urination, public masturbation, public defecation, several acts of indecent exposure” 

(Miller, 262).

- “AD wound up on probation for an indefinite period” (Miller, 263).

- Illustrates relations between fraternity and faculty in early 60’s through 

relationship with AD



Coed/Fraternity/Sorority Council
- Council which punishes and regulates Greek Life at the college

- Purpose and Composition from Constitution for Coed, Fraternity, and Sorority Organizations at 

Dartmouth College (1997).



Fraternity Sanctions
- Possible sanctions given from Constitution for 

Coed, Fraternity, and Sorority Organizations at 

Dartmouth College (1997).



2015: Another Fraternity Reform
- Excerpt from Steve Kolowich’s “Can Dartmouth Rehabilitate Itself?” (2015).

- Deja vu?

- Less specific about reformation but similar goal and action as 1937



Do the sanctions work?
- Cycle of relations




