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Q: So you really weren’t that excited to be coming here?  
A: Well, no, not really. I mean, think about it. Would you be? I mean, you live in  
one place your whole life and then suddenly your parents tell you, “Look, we’ve  
decided it’s best for all of us to move to America. Your father has a better job and  
we’ll be much happier there.”  
Q: Why didn’t you want to come here?  
A: Well, all of my friends were in Taipei. They were all that mattered to me. I mean  
you spend most of your younger years in school, so it only makes sense that you’d  
miss your friends when you have to move away so far. Uh, I guess I might’ve  
been somewhat selfish. I mean my father did get a better job when he got here,  
but for the rest of us in my family it really was difficult. I think I was 12 at the  
time . . . yeah, 12. I started in middle school here, yeah, and it was a pretty awful  
experience. It’s not like middle school is normally a great time in your life anyway,  
is it? But coming here at that time and not knowing English all that well, well that  
certainly didn’t make it any easier for me. I was lonely here.  
Q: Why were you lonely?  
A. Uh, it took me a long time to get to know people. In my school I really didn’t  
know anyone else who was from Taiwan. Most everyone else had either grown up  
here or they were from Mexico, yeah mostly they spoke Spanish or English. But no  
one spoke Cantonese—that was the only language I knew then.  
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No, I wasn’t all that excited to be coming here. I mean, think about it. Would you  
be? I mean, you live in one place your whole life and then suddenly your parents  
tell you, “Look, we’ve decided it’s best for all of us to move to America. Your father  
has a better job and we’ll be much happier there.” At that time, all of my friends  
were in Taipei. They were all that mattered to me. You spend most of your younger  
years in school, so it only makes sense that you’d miss your friends when you  
have to move away so far. I guess I might’ve been somewhat selfish. My father did  
get a better job when he got here, but for the rest of us in my family it really was  
difficult.  
 
I think I was 12 at the time . . . yeah, 12. I started in middle school here and it  
was a pretty awful experience. It’s not like middle school is normally a great time  
in your life anyway, is it? But coming here at that time and not knowing English all  
that well certainly didn’t make it any easier for me. I was lonely here. It took me a  
long time to get to know people. In my school I really didn’t know anyone else who  
was from Taiwan. Most everyone else had either grown up here or they were from  
Mexico, and mostly they spoke Spanish or English. But no one spoke Cantonese—  
that was the only language I knew then. 
 


